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Explores the total experience of battle - the fear and incomprehension, the boredom and exaggerated importance of mundane detail, the
fleeting exhilaration and lasting grief. The book tells the story of a crew of men who fought against the Germans in World War II.
Tank ActionAn Armoured Troop Commander's War 1944–45Weidenfeld & Nicolson
The United States Marine Corps is the largest such force on the planet, and yet it is the smallest, most elite section of the U.S. military, one
with a long and storied history. Here, in the most current version of the manual used by the Corps itself, is the basic guidebook used by all
rifle platoon squad leaders. Discover: . the organization, weapons, capabilities, and limitations of the Marine rifle squad . the squad's role
within a platoon and that of the fire teams within the rifle squad . offensive and defensive tactics and techniques . the various patrols squads
conduct . numerous charts and illustrations . and much, much more. Military buffs, war-gamers, and anyone seeking to understand how
American armed services are being deployed in the ever-changing arena of modern warfare will find this a fascinating and informative
document.
In the seventy years that have passed since the tank first appeared, antitank combat has presented one of the greatest challenges in land
warfare. Dramatic improvements in tank technology and doctrine over the years have precipitated equally innovative developments in the
antitank field. One cycle in this ongoing arms race occurred during the early years of World War II when the U.S. Army sought desperately to
find an antidote to the vaunted German blitzkrieg. This Leavenworth Paper analyzes the origins of the tank destroyer concept, evaluates the
doctrine and equipment with which tank destroyer units fought, and assesses the effectiveness of the tank destroyer in battle.
''I thought Tank Men was a triumph ...it is a really fine piece of work'' - Richard Holmes ''Some of the eye witness accounts Kershaw has
collected for this comprehensive review of tank warfare have the power to chill the reader to the bone. This is warfare at the sharp end''
--NOTTINGHAM EVENING POST The First World War saw the birth of an extraordinary fighting machine that has fascinated three
generations: the tank. In Tank Men, ex-soldier and military historian Robert Kershaw brings to life the grime, the grease and the fury of a tank
battle through the voices of ordinary men and women who lived and fought in those fearsome machines. Drawing on vivid, newly researched
personal testimony from the crucial battles of the First and Second World Wars, this is military history at its very best.
Tanks in the Vietnam War. MOUNTED COMBAT. That element of tactical operations which involves tactical maneuver forces fighting while
mounted in either ground combat vehicles or armed Army aircraft as the principal means of accomplishinga land force mission. Mounted
combat is normally conducted with a force that includes tanks, armored cavalry, air cavalry, and mechanized units supported on the
battlefield by mobile artillery and engineers and by a mobile combat service support system
NOTE: THIS BOOK IS AN UNOFFICIAL SUMMARY OF THE ORIGINAL BOOK AND IT IS NOT WRITTEN BY HOLGER ECKHERTZ Many
people have longed to see the hidden facts associated with the occurrences on the D-Day for many years to no avail. But Holger Eckhertz
has done a fantastic job in shedding light to and uncovering the intriguing aspects of the story. Therefore, it is a pleasure to bring you concise
and summarized form of these fascinating pieces of information in such a way as to guarantee maximum benefit in the shortest possible time.
The events narrated in this book is a compilation by a Military Journalist who wrote widely read articles and features for German troops. He
retired after the war to work on this project; a compilation of interviews he conducted with German soldiers who fought in Normandy on the
famed "D-day." This book was inspired by the initial interviews he conducted of the troops tasked with defending the Atlantic Wall from the
invading Allies. After the Germans lost that battle-and consequently the war-their side of the story was never heard. The journalist then
decided to locate the members of some of the units he interviewed before the battle in a bid to hear their side of the story and write a book
based on these. Unfortunately, he died before he could complete the book. His son saw the folder that contained his father's research and he
decided to finish it; what he found was a shocking narrative of how the battle looked from the eyes of the soldiers that tried to defend the Wall
on that day. It contained stories of how the troops fought resolutely for hours to keep their ground even as they saw the impending loss. The
Allied forces invaded by way of 5 Normandy beaches; from the Utah beach in the west to the Sword beach in the east (the beaches were
named so by the invading Allies). This book contains one narrative for each beach and it aims to reveal the other side of the story. Winners
live to tell the tales of how a war went, but in this case, you have the opportunity to hear the story from the mouth of the vanquished and it is a
fascinating tale indeed.
Tank Commander Sgt Trevor Greenwood of C Squadron, the 9th Royal Tank Regiment, sailed for France in June 1944 as part of the Allied
invasion of Normandy. From D-Day until April 1945, he kept a daily diary of his experiences of the final push through France and into
Germany, often writing in secret and in terrible conditions. Under fire, outgunned and facing a bitter winter, he never loses his moral compass
or his sense of humour - finding time to brew tea and maintain morale with characterful British reserve.He writes candidly of his frustration
and despair of seeing Bomber Command mistakenly bomb Allied lines near Caen (August 1944), the liberation of Le Havre (September
1944), the fighting around Roosendaal, Holland (October 1944), the reception of soldiers by the Dutch families on whom they were billeted
(December 1944), and concludes with 'mopping up' operations in northern Germany (April 1945). His astonishing diary has left us a unique
record of the war in Europe from the rarely-seen perspective of an ordinary soldier.An accompanying essay about the tank battles of
Normandy by Duxford Museum's tank expert provide added value.
A remarkable World War II survival story and combat memoir by “an indestructible wartime tank commander” (The Telegraph). In campaign
after campaign, from the defense of Calais in 1940 to the defeat of Germany in 1945, Bill Close served as a tank commander in Britain’s
Royal Tank Regiment—and he survived. His tanks were hit eleven times by enemy shellfire and he bailed out. He was wounded three times.
He finished the war as one of the most experienced and resourceful of British tank commanders, and in later life, he set down his wartime
experiences in graphic detail. His book is not only an extraordinary memoir; it is also a compelling account of the exploits of the Royal Tank
Regiment throughout the conflict. As a record of the day-to-day experience of the tank crew of seventy-five years ago—of the conditions they
faced and the battles they fought—it has rarely been equaled.
“A fantastic read . . . Whether your interest is armour or history I would highly recommend this book” (Military Modelling). The tank destroyer
was a bold—though some would say flawed—answer to the challenge posed by the seemingly unstoppable German Blitzkrieg. The TD was
conceived to be light and fast enough to outmaneuver panzer forces and go where tanks could not. At the same time, the TD would wield the
firepower needed to kill any German tank on the battlefield. Indeed, American doctrine stipulated that TDs would fight tanks, while American
tanks would concentrate on achieving and exploiting breakthroughs of enemy lines. The Tank Killers follows the men who fought in the TDs,
from the formation of the force in 1941 through the victory over the Third Reich in 1945. It is a story of American flexibility and pragmatism in
military affairs. Tank destroyers were among the very first units to land in North Africa in 1942. Their first vehicles were ad hoc affairs:
halftracks and weapons carriers with guns no better than those on tanks, thin armor affording the crews considerably less protection. Almost
immediately, the crews began adapting to circumstances, along with their partners in the infantry and armored divisions. By the time North
Africa was in Allied hands, the TD had become a valued tank fighter, assault gun, and artillery piece. The reconnaissance teams in TD
battalions, meanwhile, had established a record for daring operations that would continue for the rest of the war. The story continues with the
invasion of Italy and, finally, that of Fortress Europe on June 6, 1944. By now, the brass had decreed that half the force would convert to
towed guns, a decision that dogged the affected crews through the end of the war. The TD men encountered increasingly lethal enemies,
ever more dangerous panzers that were often vulnerable only to their guns, while American tank crews watched in frustration as their rounds
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bounced harmlessly off the thick German armor. They fought under incredibly diverse conditions that demanded constant modification of
tactics, and their equipment became ever more deadly. By VE-Day, the tank destroyer battalions had achieved impressive records, generally
with kill-loss rates heavily in their favor. Yet the army after the war concluded that the concept of a separate TD arm was so fundamentally
flawed that not a single battalion existed after November 1946. The Tank Killers draws heavily on the records of the tank destroyer battalions
and the units with which they fought, as well as personal stories from veterans of the force.
[This edition benefits from numerous maps of the battlefields that the actions were fought over] “NUTS!” - Among the many military legends
that abound from the fighting of the Second World War, the one word reply to a German summons to surrender must rank highly in terms of
its resonance, importance and sheer grit. General Mcaulliffe decided that despite the odds and the lack of supplies and ammunition his troops
would continue to hold the important communication hub of Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge. This dramatic, yet authoritative account
brings all of the action to the fore as the Battered Bastards of Bastogne wrote their names into legend. "THIS STORY OF BASTOGNE was
written from interviews with nearly all the commanders and staff officers and many of the men who participated in the defense of Bastogne
during the first phase of that now celebrated operation—the days during which the American forces were surrounded by forces of the enemy...
Thus it is essentially the account of how a single strong defensive force was built from separate commands of armor, airborne infantry and
tank destroyers—a force convinced that it could not be beaten."-Introduction.
Soon after we landed it became apparent that there was more than enough artillery here, that the enemy were excellent shots, and that their
ammo supply seemed to be endless. With the Japanese deeply entrenched and determined to die rather than surrender, Robert Dick and his
fellow soldiers quickly realized that theirs would be a war fought inch by bloody inch–and that their Sherman tanks would serve front and
center. As driver, Dick had to maneuver his five-man crew in and out of dangerous and often deadly situations. Whether crawling up beaches,
bogged down in the mud-soaked Leyte jungle, or exposed in the treacherous valleys of Okinawa, the Sherman was a favorite target. A land
mine could blow off the tracks, leaving its crew marooned and helpless, and the nightmare of swarms of Japanese armed with satchel
charges was all too real. But there was a war to be won, and Americans like Robert Dick did their jobs without fanfare, and without glory. This
gripping account of tanker combat is a ringing testament to the awe-inspiring bravery of ordinary Americans.
A total of eleven British armoured divisions were formed during the 1939-1945 war but, as this highly informative book reveals, just eight saw
action.In 1940 only 1st Armoured Division faced the German blitzkrieg and it was in the North African desert that armoured divisions came
into their own. The terrain was ideal and six such divisions of Eighth Army fought Rommel's Panzers into submission. Three were disbanded
prior to the invasion of Sicily and Italy. The campaign from D-Day onwards saw the Guards Armoured, 7th Armoured (the Desert Rats), 11th
and Percy Hobart's 79th Armoured Division in the thick of the action.Of particular interest are the men who commanded these elite formations
and the way their characters contributed to the outcome of operations. While some, such as Dick McCreery, went onto greater heights, others
did not make the grade; the stakes were high. A number, such as 'Pip' Roberts, were just perfectly suited in the role.Written by a leading
military historian, this book describes many fascinating aspects of armoured warfare from its uncertain beginnings, through the development
of tactics and the evolving tank design. Due to British deficiencies, reliance had to be placed on US Grants and Shermans, with the Comet
coming late and the Centurion too late.The combination of gripping historical narrative and well researched fact make this an invaluable and
highly readable work on the contribution of British Armoured Divisions to victory in the Second World War.
[Illustrated with 3 figures and 8 maps] In 1944, the 4th Armored Division played a central role in one of the more remarkable campaigns in
American military history - Third Army’s pursuit across France, which was capped off by the encirclement and capture of Nancy. In the
course of this campaign, the 4th Armored Division practiced a mode of warfare that has since become known to the Army as AirLand Battle.
In as much as the encirclement of Nancy is one of the few historical examples that shows American mechanized forces waging war in
accordance with the tenets of AirLand Battle, anyone seeking a deeper appreciation of today’s doctrine would do well to study this campaign
carefully. The 4th Armored Division in the Encirclement of Nancy originated at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College as an
introductory class for a course on modern division level operations. It is a companion piece to The Lorraine Campaign: An Overview,
September-December 1944, published in February 1985.

Drawing on a wealth of research, from interviews with surviving members to a treasure trove of rarely used archive material, Mark
Urban has produced an unflinchingly honest, unsentimental account of the 5th RTR's wartime experiences. Capturing both
characters in their crew and exploring the strategy behind their success, 'The Tank War' is not the story of an elite unit, but
something more amazing: a regular unit of average men, thrust into war, who pulled together to achieve extraordinary things.
From the evacuation of France in 1940 to the final dash to Hamburg in 1945, the 5th Royal Tank Regiment were on the front line
throughout the Second World War. Theirs was a war that saw them serve in Africa as part of the Desert Rats, before returning to
Europe for the Normandy landings. Wherever they went, the notoriety of the 'Filthy Fifth' grew - they revelled in their reputation for
fighting by their own rules. The Tank War explains how Britain, having lost its advantage in tank warfare by 1939, regained ground
through shifts in tactics and leadership methods, as well as the daring and bravery of the crews themselves. Overturning the
received wisdom of much Second World War history, Mark Urban shows how the tank regiments' advances were the equal of the
feats of the German Panzer divisions. Drawing on a wealth of new material, from interviews with surviving soldiers to rarely seen
archive material, this is an unflinchingly honest, unsentimental and often brutal account of the 5th RTR's wartime experiences.
Capturing the characters in the crews and exploring the strategy behind their success, The Tank War is not just the story of an
battle hardened unit, but something more extraordinary: the triumph of ordinary men, against long odds, in the darkest of times.
'One of the best half-dozen personal accounts of the Normandy campaign' - Richard Holmes Stuart Hills embarked his Sherman
DD tank on to an LCT at 6.45 a.m., Sunday 4 June 1944. He was 20 years old, unblooded, fresh from a public-school background
and Officer Cadet training. He was going to war. Two days later, his tank sunk, he and his crew landed from a rubber dinghy with
just the clothes they stood in. After that, the struggles through the Normandy bocage in a replacement tank (of the non-swimming
variety), engaging the enemy in a constant round of close encounters, led to a swift mastering of the art of tank warfare and
remarkable survival in the midst of carnage and destruction. His story of that journey through hell to victory makes for compulsive
reading.
Beginning with the D-day landings, this is a frank appraisal of the planned use and actual results of the deployment of armour by
both German and Allied commanders in the major tank battles of the campaign including Epsom, Goodwood, Cobra and Totalize.
‘Tiger!’ is a critique of how Montgomery’s plans to seize territory and break out failed in the face of German resistance. It details
the poor planning by British generals who made many mistakes and how the German convoluted chain of command contributed to
their own defeat.Official reports, war diaries, After Action reports, letters, regimental histories, memoirs of generals and troopers
are used to tell the inside story of the campaign from an armour point of view to give a different but detailed perspective.For the
first time the book gives real numbers of tanks lost in the battle of the campaign from research at archives around the world.
Illustrated with 30 maps. Few lessons are as prevalent in military history as is the adage that tanks don’t perform well in cities.
The notion of deliberately committing tanks to urban combat is anathema to most. In Breaking the Mold: Tanks in the Cities, Mr.
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Ken Gott disproves that notion with a timely series of five case studies from World War II to the present war in Iraq. This is not a
parochial or triumphant study. These cases demonstrate that tanks must do more than merely “arrive” on the battlefield to be
successful in urban combat. From Aachen in 1944 to Fallujah in 2004, the absolute need for specialized training and the use of
combined arms at the lowest tactical levels are two of the most salient lessons that emerge from this study. When properly
employed, well-trained and well-supported units led by tanks are decisive in urban combat. The reverse is also true. Chechen
rebels taught the Russian army and the world a brutal lesson in Grozny about what happens when armored units are poorly led,
poorly trained, and cavalierly employed in a city. The case studies in this monograph are high-intensity battles in conflicts ranging
from limited interventions to major combat operations. It would be wrong to use them to argue for the use of tanks in every urban
situation. As the intensity of the operation decreases, the second and third order effects of using tanks in cities can begin to
outweigh their utility. The damage to infrastructure caused by their sheer weight and size is just one example of what can make
tanks unsuitable for every mission. Even during peace operations, however, the ability to employ tanks and other heavy armored
vehicles quickly can be crucial. A study on the utility of tanks in peace operations is warranted, and planned.- Timothy R. Reese
Colonel, Armor
A general-turned-historian reveals the remarkable battlefield heroics of Major General Maurice Rose, the World War II tank
commander whose 3rd Armored Division struck fear into the hearts of Hitler's panzer crews. “The Panzer Killers is a great book,
vividly written and shrewdly observed.”—The Wall Street Journal Two months after D-Day, the Allies found themselves in a
stalemate in Normandy, having suffered enormous casualties attempting to push through hedgerow country. Troops were spent,
and American tankers, lacking the tactics and leadership to deal with the terrain, were losing their spirit. General George Patton
and the other top U.S. commanders needed an officer who knew how to break the impasse and roll over the Germans—they
needed one man with the grit and the vision to take the war all the way to the Rhine. Patton and his peers selected Maurice Rose.
The son of a rabbi, Rose never discussed his Jewish heritage. But his ferocity on the battlefield reflected an inner flame. He led his
3rd Armored Division not from a command post but from the first vehicle in formation, charging headfirst into a fight. He devised
innovative tactics, made the most of American weapons, and personally chose the cadre of young officers who drove his division
forward. From Normandy to the West Wall, from the Battle of the Bulge to the final charge across Germany, Maurice Rose's
deadly division of tanks blasted through enemy lines and pursued the enemy with a remarkable intensity. In The Panzer Killers,
Daniel P. Bolger, a retired lieutenant general and Iraq War veteran, offers up a lively, dramatic tale of Rose's heroism. Along the
way, Bolger infuses the narrative with fascinating insights that could only come from an author who has commanded tank forces in
combat. The result is a unique and masterful story of battlefield leadership, destined to become a classic.
THE NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, LOS ANGELES TIMES, AND USA TODAY BESTSELLER "A band of
brothers in an American tank . . . Makos drops the reader back into the Pershing's turret and dials up a battle scene to rival the
peak moments of Fury." --The Wall Street Journal From the author of the international bestseller A Higher Call comes the riveting
World War II story of an American tank gunner's journey into the heart of the Third Reich, where he will meet destiny in an iconic
armor duel--and forge an enduring bond with his enemy. When Clarence Smoyer is assigned to the gunner's seat of his Sherman
tank, his crewmates discover that the gentle giant from Pennsylvania has a hidden talent: He's a natural-born shooter. At first,
Clarence and his fellow crews in the legendary 3rd Armored Division--"Spearhead"--thought their tanks were invincible. Then they
met the German Panther, with a gun so murderous it could shoot through one Sherman and into the next. Soon a pattern
emerged: The lead tank always gets hit. After Clarence sees his friends cut down breaching the West Wall and holding the line in
the Battle of the Bulge, he and his crew are given a weapon with the power to avenge their fallen brothers: the Pershing, a state-ofthe-art "super tank," one of twenty in the European theater. But with it comes a harrowing new responsibility: Now they will
spearhead every attack. That's how Clarence, the corporal from coal country, finds himself leading the U.S. Army into its largest
urban battle of the European war, the fight for Cologne, the "Fortress City" of Germany. Battling through the ruins, Clarence will
engage the fearsome Panther in a duel immortalized by an army cameraman. And he will square off with Gustav Schaefer, a
teenager behind the trigger in a Panzer IV tank, whose crew has been sent on a suicide mission to stop the Americans. As
Clarence and Gustav trade fire down a long boulevard, they are taken by surprise by a tragic mistake of war. What happens next
will haunt Clarence to the modern day, drawing him back to Cologne to do the unthinkable: to face his enemy, one last time.
Praise for Spearhead "A detailed, gripping account . . . the remarkable story of two tank crewmen, from opposite sides of the
conflict, who endure the grisly nature of tank warfare." --USA Today (four out of four stars) "Strong and dramatic . . . Makos
established himself as a meticulous researcher who's equally adept at spinning a good old-fashioned yarn. . . . For a World War II
aficionado, it will read like a dream." --Associated Press

Illustrated with 60 maps, plans and diagrams Reconnaissance and counter-reconnaissance are battlefield missions as
old as military history itself and missions for which many armies have created specialized units to perform. In most cases,
these units were trained, equipped, and used differently from the majority of an army’s fighting units. Horse cavalry
performed these missions for centuries, for it had speed and mobility far in excess of main battle units. Once the horse
was replaced by mechanization, however, the mobility advantage once enjoyed by the horse cavalry disappeared. Since
the early 20th century, the search for the proper mix of equipment, the proper organization, and the proper employment
of reconnaissance units has bedeviled armies around the world. This survey uses a diverse variety of historical cases to
illustrate the enduring issues that surround the equipping, organizing, and employment of reconnaissance units. It seems
that these specialized units are either too heavily or too lightly equipped and too narrowly specialized or too
conventionally organized. Pre-war reconnaissance doctrines tend to undergo significant change once fighting begins,
leading to post-conflict analysis that reconnaissance units were “misused” in one way or another. McGrath ends his
study with an intriguing conclusion about the role that specialized reconnaissance units should have in the future that
may surprise many readers.
Includes 112 photos/illustrations and 21 maps. The German Afrika Korps blazed a trail across the deserts of North Africa
under their dashing leader Erwin Rommel, the Desert Fox, although finally defeated by far superior Allied Forces they set
the gold standard for desert operations. This book is of great historical value and even in the present day it is still
considered of great value by the American military who still seek for improvements in their ways of desert doctrine...
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“Analysts continue to assess the data from Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm as a means of improving the
military’s ability to function efficiently in desert terrain...The information gleaned from this effort will enhance the already
considerable body of knowledge on the subject derived from the historical record...When contributions in the latter
category are located or rediscovered, they should be given the dissemination they merit... “Such is the purpose of
publishing Desert Warfare: German Experiences in World War II...Organized by Major General Alfred Toppe and written
with the assistance of nine German commanders who served in North Africa, the manuscript...represents a collaborative
attempt to determine “as many factors as possible which exerted a determining influence on desert warfare,” Issues
addressed include planning, intelligence, logistics, and operations. Described and analyzed are the German order of
battle, the major military engagements in North Africa, and the particular problems of terrain and climate in desert
operations. Not unlike many of the U.S. units engaged in the war with Iraq, the Germans in North Africa learned about
combat operations in the desert only after they arrived on the scene and confronted the desert on its own terms. For this
reason alone, as well as for the insights it offers, Desert Warfare requires the serious consideration of those responsible
for preparing the U.S. military for any future conflict in desert terrain.”
Bill Bellamy was a young officer in the 8th King's Royal Irish Hussars from 1943 to 1955. He served in 7th Armoured
Division in the North West Europe campaign, landing in Normandy on D+3, fought throughout the Battle for Normandy
and into the Low Countries as a troop leader in Cromwell tanks, and was latterly a member of the initial occupying force
in Berlin in May 1945. Against the rules, Bill kept diaries and notes of his experiences. His account is fresh and open, and
his descriptions of battle are vivid. He witnessed many of his contemporaries killed in action, and this life-altering
experience clearly informs his narrative. The accounts of tank fighting in the leafy Normandy bocage in the height of
summer, or in the iron hard fields of Holland in winter, are graphic and compelling.
“An important contribution to the history of World War II . . . I have never before been able to learn so much about
maintenance methods of an armored division, with precise details that underline the importance of the work, along with
descriptions of how the job was done.”—Russell F. Weigley, author of Eisenhower’s Lieutenants “Cooper saw more of
the war than most junior officers, and he writes about it better than almost anyone. . . . His stories are vivid, enlightening,
full of life—and of pain, sorrow, horror, and triumph.”—Stephen E. Ambrose, from his Foreword “In a down-to-earth style,
Death Traps tells the compelling story of one man’s assignment to the famous 3rd Armored Division that spearheaded
the American advance from Normandy into Germany. Cooper served as an ordnance officer with the forward elements
and was responsible for coordinating the recovery and repair of damaged American tanks. This was a dangerous job that
often required him to travel alone through enemy territory, and the author recalls his service with pride, downplaying his
role in the vast effort that kept the American forces well equipped and supplied. . . . [Readers] will be left with an indelible
impression of the importance of the support troops and how dependent combat forces were on them.”—Library Journal
“As an alumnus of the 3rd, I eagerly awaited this book’s coming out since I heard of its release . . . and the wait and the
book have both been worth it. . . . Cooper is a very polished writer, and the book is very readable. But there is a certain
quality of ‘you are there’ many other memoirs do not seem to have. . . . Nothing in recent times—ridgerunning in Korea,
firebases in Vietnam, or even the one hundred hours of Desert Storm—pressed the ingenuity and resolve of American
troops . . . like WWII. This book lays it out better than any other recent effort, and should be part of the library of any
contemporary warrior.”—Stephen Sewell, Armor Magazine “Cooper’s writing and recall of harrowing events is superb
and engrossing. Highly recommended.”—Robert A. Lynn, The Stars and Stripes “This detailed story will become a classic
of WWII history and required reading for anyone interested in armored warfare.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“[Death Traps] fills a critical gap in WWII literature. . . . It’s a truly unique and valuable work.”—G.I. Journal
Tank War, the new supplement for Bolt Action, gives players the option to expand their games to a whole new level –
armoured warfare. Recreate such great engagements as the battle of Kursk with the scenarios, army options and special
rules found in this book. Whether you want to add more armour to your existing armies or build an entirely armoured
force, Tank War has you covered.
Going behind the scenes of an armored cavalry regiment, an insider's view includes photographs, illustrations, and
diagrams of tanks, helicopters, and artillery systems, interviews with high-ranking officers, and future roles the armored
cavalry might play. Original.
A riveting true story of tank warfare in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm under the command of Captain H. R.
McMaster. As a new generation of main battle tanks came onto the line during the 1980s, neither the United States nor
the USSR had the chance to pit them in combat. But once the Cold War between the superpowers waned, Iraq’s
Saddam Hussein provided the chance with his invasion of Kuwait. Finally the new US M1A1 tank would see how it fared
against the vaunted Soviet-built T-72. On the morning of August 2, 1990, Iraqi armored divisions invaded the tiny emirate
of Kuwait. The Iraqi Army, after its long war with Iran, had more combat experience than the US Army. Who knew if
America’s untested forces could be shipped across the world and then contest the battle-hardened Iraqis on their home
ground? The Kuwaitis had collapsed easily enough, but the invasion drew fierce condemnation from the United Nations,
which demanded Hussein’s withdrawal. Undeterred by the rhetoric, the Iraqi dictator massed his forces along the Saudi
Arabian border and dared the world to stop him. In response, the United States led the world community in a coalition of
34 nations in what became known as Operation Desert Storm—a violent air and ground campaign to eject the Iraqis from
Kuwait. Leading this charge into Iraq were the men of Eagle Troop in the US Army’s 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment.
Commanded by then-Captain H. R. McMaster—who would go on to serve as National Security Advisor in the Trump
administration—Eagle Troop was the lead element of the US VII Corps’ advance into Iraq. On February 26, 1991, Eagle
Troop encountered the Tawakalna Brigade of Iraq’s elite Republican Guard. By any calculation, the 12 American tanks
didn’t stand a chance. Yet within a mere 23 minutes, the M1A1 tanks of Eagle Troop destroyed more than 50 enemy
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vehicles and plowed a hole through the Iraqi front. History would call it the Battle of 73 Easting. Based on hours of
interviews and archival research by renowned author Mike Guardia, this minute-by-minute account of the US
breakthrough reveals an intimate, no-holds-barred account of modern warfare.
The popular perception of the performance of British armour in the Normandy campaign of 1944 is one of failure and frustration. Despite
overwhelming superiority in numbers, Montgomery's repeated efforts to employ his armour in an offensive manner ended in a disappointing
stalemate. Explanation of these and other humiliating failures has centred predominantly on the shortcomings of the tanks employed by
British formations. This new study by John Buckley challenges the standard view of Normandy as a failure for British armour by analysing the
reality and level of the supposed failure and the causes behind it.
From the Publisher: This latest edition of an official U.S. Government military history classic provides an authoritative historical survey of the
organization and accomplishments of the United States Army. This scholarly yet readable book is designed to inculcate an awareness of our
nation's military past and to demonstrate that the study of military history is an essential ingredient in leadership development. It is also an
essential addition to any personal military history library.
2,000 blood-crazed rebels. 26 elite British soldiers. One man's explosive true story. Airlifted into the heart of the Sierra Leone jungle in the
midst of the bloody civil war in 2000, 26 elite operators from the secret British elite unit X Platoon were sent into combat against thousands of
Sierra Leonean rebels. Notorious for their brutality, the rebels were manned with captured UN armour, machine-guns and grenade-launchers,
while the men of X Platoon were kitted with pitiful supplies of ammunition, malfunctioning rifles, and no body armour, grenades or heavy
weapons. Intended to last only 48 hours, the mission mutated into a 16-day siege against the rebels, as X Platoon were denied the back-up
and air support they had been promised, and were forced to make their stand alone. The half-starved soldiers, surviving on bush tucker,
fought with grenades made from old food-tins and defended themselves with barricades made of sharpened bamboo-sticks, tipped in poison
given to them by local villagers. Sergeant Steve Heaney won the Military Cross for his initiative in taking command after the platoon lost their
commanding officer. OPERATION MAYHEM recounts his amazing untold true story, full of the rough-and-ready humour and steely fortitude
with which these elite soldiers carried out operations far into hostile terrain.
Based on official army records, these eyewitness accounts of seven hellacious battles serve as a brief history of the Vietnam conflict. From a
fierce fight on the banks of the Ia Drang River in 1965 to a 1968 gunship mission, this illustrated report conveys the heroism and horror of
warfare.
A gripping account of the Second World War, from the perspective of a young tank commander. In 1944, David Render was a nineteen-yearold second lieutenant fresh from Sandhurst when he was sent to France. Joining the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry five days after the D-Day
landings, the combat-hardened men he was sent to command did not expect him to last long. However, in the following weeks of ferocious
fighting in which more than 90 per cent of his fellow tank commanders became casualties, his ability to emerge unscathed from countless
combat engagements earned him the nickname of the 'Inevitable Mr Render'. In Tank Action Render tells his remarkable story, spanning
every major episode of the last year of the Second World War from the invasion of Normandy to the fall of Germany. Ultimately it is a story of
survival, comradeship and the ability to stand up and be counted as a leader in combat.
The story of Operation Crusader launched by the Eighth Army on 18 November 1941, against the Axis forces which stood on the borders of
Egypt and around beleaguered Tobruk.
Richard Freiherr von Rosen was a highly decorated Wehrmacht soldier and outstanding panzer commander. His memoirs are richly
illustrated with contemporary photographs, including key confrontations of World War II.After serving as a gunlayer on a Pz.Mk.III during
Barbarossa, he led a Company of Tigers at Kursk. Later he led a company of King Tiger panzers at Normandy and in late 1944 commanded
a battle group (12 King Tigers and a flak Company) against the Russians in Hungary in the rank of junior, later senior lieutenant (from
November 1944, his final rank.)Only 489 of these King Tiger tanks were ever built. They were the most powerful heavy tanks to see service,
and only one kind of shell could penetrate their armor at a reasonable distance.Every effort had to be made to retrieve any of them bogged
down or otherwise immobilized, which led to many towing adventures. The author has a fine memory and eye for detail. His account is easy
to read and not technical, and adds substantially to the knowledge of how the German Panzer Arm operated in the Second World War.
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